I92i              LETTERS   OF  GERTRUDE  BELL

Pve sent H'm a letter explaining how the wind blows through-
out the Iraq and as soon as he comes up here I shall be able to
keep htm posted in local politics. . . .

Already the whole town is flying the Sharifian flag. I saw
it to-day flying on every other shop in the Bazaar. The inten-
tion is good but the flag heraldically bad. I don't know if you
know it. The red triangle colour comes over the black and
green colour on colour, and therefore wrong isn't it. ...

Yesterday we had news of Faisal's arrival in Basrah and an
excellent reception, heaven be praised. . . . Faisal has now
gone off to Najaf and Karbala and gets here on Wednesday
2913.1. Half of my mornings have been spent in receiving visits
from the Mutasarrif or exchanging messages with him on the
telephone about the reception and festivities here. We have
got it right at last I think. Mosul also is coming forward. A
large deputation of all the leading people came down here laSt
night and Nuri Said, whom I saw this morning, tells me that
their line of argument is that they can't think why there's such
division of opinion here and that far the beSl course is to pro-
claim Faisal King at once .... and said that if they hadn't had
my constant help they could not have carried on, and I re-
plied that I Stood faSt all the time in Sir Percy's unswerving
purpose. But I have been useful to them all the same, these
last weeks and I'm glad I've been here.

I'm told that Naji Suwaidi is in favor of a mandate rather
than the proposed treaty, because a mandate gives us more
authority ! Faisal wants a treaty I know, so probably that's
the way it will work out, and for my part I think its quite
immaterial. You can't run a mandate without the goodwill
of the people, and if you've got that it doesn't matter whether
its a mandate or a treaty, but what rejoices me is the fulfilment
of my dream that we should sit by in an attitude of repose and
have them coming up our front door Steps to beg us to be
more a&tve....
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